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E D I T O R I A L

  For those who are walking in the dark, the 
slightest firefly or light bulb on one side will make life appealing. 
The humor of living is vindicated. In a world without dark, 
humans are longing for the slightest light. 

Even in the 21st century, there are people who haven't seen 
electricity in their life . Even if they work so hard, they will not 
be able to get a basic lighting system. Out of them, some of the 
people are in a dilapidated area. Others are in the midst of dense 
forest with torrential rain. Many people are still on the pulse, 
but it is difficult to get a proper lighting facility. One day all of 
us will find our way, and the light will come. 

Light shows the way. Light gives confidence. The light is 
reassuring. Light gives us the sprite to lead our life. Solar energy 
is important for the same reason. Solar energy is not only about 
giving light, but also a hope to many lives.

We in SELCO believe that no one should be in the dark, 
hence we try to reach all kinds of areas . The efforts of each 
personnel who delivers sustainable energy services to the 
remotest part of the country  is valued and commendable.  So 
this edition of Sunchalana is dedicated to all such personnels.

In this issue, there are stories of SELCO illuminating 
people who in dark and who do not even have the basic lighting 
facilities. These stories give away the message of  why Solar 
Energy is Important. Our hope is that these stories will inspire 
everyone.

We sincerely hope that the reader will enjoy reading this 
edition.
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This issue is dedicated for 
everyone who is working 
hard to provide proper 
light system even to the 
very interior areas during 
rainy season.
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Geetha from Mandarthi is studying her 
2nd PUC through scholarship. Her 
father is a Yakshagana artist.  Indeed 

we all respect yakshagana and yakshagana 
artists too. But the artist's life will be as great 
as he looks on stage. Covid lockdown made 
it even worse. As there was no performance 
during covid, they couldn't earn their living. 

So Geetha's father also did not have any 
job but to stay at home. Situation became even 
worse when Geetha had to attend her online 
classes as she did  not have smartphones or 
laptops. And her family was not in the position to 
afford one. But this problem of Geetha came into 
notice to Udupi yakshagana Kalaranga through 

her elder sister who was a volunteer there.
Later SELCO also got to know about this. 

And SELCO as usually follows its philosophy 
of “I sacrifice we sustain” and reacted to this 
situation of Geetha. As the result of it on August 
6th 2021 in Udupi yakshagana Kalaranga office 
SELCO handovered a Tab to Geetha and made 
sure her education goes smoothly. 

The tab was given by Mr. Guruprakash 
Shetty DGM, SELCO said, “ SELCO has been 
supporting students consistently by providing  
scholarships to them.  The event was witnessed 
by S V Bhat, Vice President of  yakshagana 
Kalaranga, Secretary Murali Kadekar and 
Treasurer Manohar K.

ASHIK B A.

MANAGER, SULLIA

Sullia is a special taluk, which shares both 
the border of Karnataka and Kerala. It's 
definitely one of the beautiful places, but 

in the rainy season it is just a nightmare for the 
people living there as it has one of the highest 
rainfall. Payaswini river flows from Kodagu 
across Suilla and reaches Kerala. Payaswini is 
the beauty of this taluk. In Dakshina Kannada, 

Sullia has the highest rainfall, unfortunately 
suilla is the most affected region in Dakshina 
Kannada due to heavy rainfall. This place 
has witnessed huge landslides and also crops 
getting harmed due to heavy rainfall. And 
most of the  time electricity poles fall off due 
to the heavy rainfall, hence there will be a lot 
of power cuts during this season and in some 
parts of Sullia there will be no electricity at all. 
Therefore, for the people of Suilla, the rainy 
season is the most challenging season.

As a regular practice we visit our customers, 
but even that is difficult due to rainy reasons.

And most of the roads are kaccha roads, 
in the rainy season even roads will turn into 
rivers. The lack of electricity will also results 
in network failure.  Sunlight will be less during 
rainy season, hence people will not show 
interest on solar. So during this situation we 

A tribute gesture from SELCO by providing 

Tab to the Yakshagana 
artist’s daughter

SOLAR STREET LIGHT  
AMIDST DENSE FOREST;
Solar Energy, aided by agriculture at Sullia’s Kadamakal Estate



7July 20216 July 2021

GURURAJ KULKARNI

SELCO,  KALBURGI BRANCH

I was requested by my company to go to 
Telangana. Accordingly, I and senior 
manager Sudhakar of Sindhanur reached 

Mehbooba Nagar district on July 1, 2021. From 
the United way 2 villages were selected and 

they were Amphipally and Maraddinny. These 
villages are almost about 50 km from the Nagar 
Kurnool district.

We stayed at Nagar Kurnool and left there 
at six in the morning by bus to Lingalavemba 
area. Both the Ampaippalli and Maraddinni 
villages were 10 km apart. There was no bus 
going there.So had reached there by auto. 2 
KM from Lingala, we reached a dense forest. 
We went through that forest for the next 8 KM. 
Those two villages are clinging to a forest 
called Nallamala. A lot of people residing there 
are daily wages labourers. Few people there 
grow maize, paddy and cotton in their small 
farm. These are all rain based crops. And there 

Development of two Interior 
villages in Telangana 
A depiction of the life of the villagers  
who lived far away from the outside world

use high capacity solar panels which work 
even during the rainy season.  Of course 
working during the rainy season is the most 
challenging job.

I would like to recall one of the work we 
did during the rainy season.  Recently we 
visited Kadamakal which is 35 Km away from 
Sullia. We were assigned to install a solar street 
light system in Kadamakal Estate. The estate 
is almost 2500 acres. The main crop here is 
Rubber and areca. More than 250 workers work 
here. The estate also has a rubber factory. The 
estate is in the hilly area hence our vehicle can 
go till the gate. From there we have to go in their 
vehicle. So we have to shift all the installation 

items and tools required for their vehicle and 
its pickup. Midway we are supposed to cross 
a river and it's a one way road.  

We were accompanied by a driver who has 
been working in that estate for almost 25years 
now. Reaching the location was a big challenge, 
in case if we forget anything then getting it is 
just not possible. And there is no food available 
there. So all that we had was only water which 
we carried while coming.

Morning almost around 11AM, we left 
for the estate.  In 3 locations of the estate 
we installed solar street lights. For one of 
the locations we had to walk more than a 
KMcarrying all the equipment.  

The estate is very dense and a lot of wild 
animals enter and destroy the plantation, so 
a guard is assigned to keep a watch on the 
estate but there is no light for them, hence the 
solar street light was installed  to avoid them.  
This Solar light works from 6PM to 6AM. 
And during night if the lights are on then wild 
animals wontenter the estate and the crop will 
be safe. We are proud that this way our solar 
energy helps agriculture.

So around 4PM we finished our work and 
came back, but the estate manager had a doubt 
if Solar really works during the rainy season. 
So in the first phase they had asked us to install 
only 3 systems. Seeing the result of this they 
said they would proceed in the future. But the 
Manager of the estate visited the location of the 
installation to cross verify if the street lights are 
working and he was happy about the results. 
We got the call after 3 days, we knew he was 
happy and satisfied with the solar street lights. 
He also said that they need street lights all over 
the estate and he has already spoken about it 
with his higher authorities.  

So this is our rainy season story. Despite 
all the difficulties we face, the success that we 
get in the end  is always priceless.
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is no shortage of rainfall as the village is just 
next to forest. 

But the majority of the people were not 
educated. These villages also inhabit the tribes 
called Chachu. These tribes lead their life 
through selling the cut wood from the forest. 
The village never saw a proper medical facility. 
In case of emergency people need to travel 8 
KM to reach a hospital which doesn't even have 
a proper facility. After 7pm people don't go out 
as it's a forest area and there is a chance of wild 
animals attacking people. 

And in case an outsider comes to the village 
there are no hotels to have food or drink water. 
The schools and Anganwadi here also do not 
have electricity connection. Unfortunately 
teachers come to teach here from different 
villages. During heavy rainfall teachers wont 

even turn up and to make it even worse during 
rainy season whole village will not have 
electricity. And facing all these situations the 
villagers do not have an idea on solar energy. 
We had a lot of challenges here. So our first 
challenge was to educate people about solar 
energy. For the students of this village we 
installed solar powered digital classrooms so 
that the students get a better education. 

And in PHC we installed all the labour 
related medical equipment which are solar 
powered. 

We were happy that we provided solar 
powered systems to the village which was 
really in need. The whole installation process 
took place during the rainy season, yet the 
most satisfying feeling was seeing the smiles 
of villagers.

RAKSHITH

MANAGER, MYSORE BRANCH

Gollur is a small town in the district of 
Mysore known as Vanasiri Nadu. The 
town is located in the foothills of the 

Nagarhole Dandakaranya in H D Kote Taluk. 
The town, which is inhabited by tribal tribes, 
is now more popular. The reason for it is Ms. 
Susheela is an asha worker who is all over 
social media for her service. Susheela belongs 
to  adivasi tribe read the second PUC. Her 
poverty  made her to discontinue her education 
and work as daily wage labourer. And then 8 
years ago she got married to Sanappa and now 
she has 3 children. For the past 4 years she has 

been working as asha worker at Government 
primary health center.  Their life in the midst 
of dense forest and wild beasts. Her concern 
for adivasi tribes is incredible, walking all the 
way in the dense forest and making sure all the 
trivial people are safe from Covid.  She is indeed 
a true covid warrior.

But his personal life is very different! She 
stays in a hut not knowing when that might fall 
off. Her children never say the face of electricity.  
Susheela and her husband's income is also not 
so self sufficient.  

Knowing about this  Covid warrior, SELCO 
decided to provide a Solar powered lighting 
system with a mobile charging facility. SELCO 
immediately started the work and installed it 
because just for charging they have to walk more 
than a KM. We are happy that we had a chance 
to illuminate the house of a covid warrior who 
has worked day and night for others.

We wish that Susheela continues her work 
and her  inspirational journey runs forever..

SELCO 
provides solar 
to Susheela; 
an asha worker who fought 
to save the people
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Joida is one of the taluk of Uttara Kannada, 
90% of this taluk is forest area and only 
10% of the area is occupied by people.  

Joida is indeed a beautiful place.
As this  taluk is filled with forest and hills, 

most of the houses here are unelectrified. 
Even if it is electrified no one would know 
when the electricity would come and go. So 
the need of solar energy for the people here 
is prominent. We at SELCO constantly work 
towards gathering information about the 

people who are in need of solar. That's why 
we approach the village's Self Help Group and 
educate them about solar energy and its use.

Once when we visited Ulavi village we 
the SHG secretary Mr. Javid. We gave the 
information on Solar energy and related 
products, he was happy knowing about it. 
Immediately, he referred us to a person in 
Suligeri. He told us that people are in urgent 
need of solar. And asked us if we can provide 
solar to Suligeri. 

Solar inverter installation in 
Suligeri; Solar spectacle at 
a torrential downpour

Where there is a need for Solar energy, 
SELCO will never step back even if it's difficult 
to reach the location, So we happily agreed to 
Mr. Javid.

So the person he referred was Mr Shripad 
Narasimha Bhat. Suligeri village is almost 190 
KM away from Sirsi and close to Kodsalli dam. 
The village is between the river and forest.  
Reaching there was close to nightmare, before 
we started our installation we had visited the 
house and relasiled that the family never knew 

when the electricity would be there and when 
it wouldn't be there. Hence they would lead 
their life in the dark. Analyzing the situation 
we decide to install a solar powered inverter. In 
partnership with Ulavi Co-Operative Society, 
SELCO provided Sripad with a solar powered 
inverter as he couldn't afford it.

That morning around 6.30AM we packed 
all  the items for installation  from Sirisi  and 
left for the location. By the time we reached it 
was almost 1.30PM. In the mid way there is a 
check post and they don't let any outsider other 
than the villagers. As Shripad Narasimha Bhat 
had already taken prior permission we did not 
face any problem. From there reaching Suligeri 
was a little difficult as it was raining yet we 
reached there and installed a solar powered 
inverter. Later we guided them on how to use 
and maintain it and infrared them on what to 
do during lightning and thunder. Also explained 
them regarding the warranty. 

We could see the happiness in the eyes of 
Shripad Narasimha Bhat and his family after 
we installed the inverter.  And that happiness 
is our pride. 
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Solar powered lighting 
system for a house which was 
unelectrified for 47 years

T his is the story of a family who saw 
light at their house after 47 years of 
darkness.  

His name is Kushalappa. A resident of 
Argudi, Balpa village in Kadaba Taluk.There 
were four people living  in his house;his 
wife Kamal, children Nitish and Mokshit. 
If Kushalappa goes to work as a mercenary, 
he will work for his wife. But there was 
no electrical connection to the house. As 
they were poor, they were depending on 
kerosine lamps. They repeatedly appealed 
to the concerned authorities for electrical 
connection, but it was of no use. Leave 
about the power connection, the authorities 
didn't even give any hope. Initially they were 
dependent on kerosene lamps. Later they had 
to switch to diesel as they were not able get 
kerosene. Per month they would need 6 liters 
of Diesel and that would cost a bomb.This 
was also affecting the Kushalappas children 
education.  

Looking at Kushalappa suffering, the 
local media covered it. This article was 
read by SKDRDP Puttur regional director 
Mr. Praveen. He immediately  approached 
SELCO’s senior manager Mr. Sanjith 
Rai and SELCO along with the help of 
SKDRDP installed a solar lighting system at 
Kushalappas house. 

Almost from 47 years they haven't seen 
light at their home, but the solar just changed 
their life by being the ray of hope to the 
family. 

Kushalappa’s son Praveen said,” Due to 
covid we have online classes and to charge 
the mobile I always had to go to others house. 
And studying in a chimney lamp was difficult 
as it used to strain our eyes. We got solar at the 
right time and helped me to write my SSLC 
exam. I am really thankful to the people who 
helped us with the solar lighting system.

BEFORE AFTER
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